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Governor Brewer Appoints Navajo County Superior Court Judge   

  
 PHOENIX – Governor Jan Brewer has appointed Dale Nielson to the Navajo County Superior Court.   
 
 “With more than 25 years of service to Navajo County, including two terms as an elected Superior 
Court Judge, Dale possesses extensive knowledge of the court system and the county in general,” said 
Governor Brewer. “Dale is even-keeled and has an impartial judicial temperament. He will continue to be an 
asset to the people of Navajo County.” 
 
 Mr. Nielson has worked for the Navajo County Public Defender since 2010. He previously worked in 
private practice (2009-10); was elected to two four-year terms as a judge on the Navajo County Superior Court 
(2001-08); and served as an attorney for the Navajo County Legal Defender (1993-2001) and for the Navajo 
County Attorney (1989-93). As a judge, Mr. Nielson served as presiding judge and has handled a variety of 
matters, including felony criminal, domestic relations, juvenile delinquency and dependency, probate and civil 
cases.  
 
 Mr. Nielson teaches an annual ethics class for a leadership academy in Navajo County. He also has 
served as President of the Navajo County Bar Association (1994-95) and as a Governing Board Member of the 
Holbrook Unified School District (2000-01). 
 
 Mr. Nielson attended the University of Creighton College of Law (1986-87) and received his Juris 
Doctor from the University of Arizona College of Law (1989). He obtained a B.A. in Political Science from 
Brigham Young University in 1984. Mr. Nielson has been appointed by the governor to replace the Honorable 
Judge John Lamb, whose retirement is effective December 31, 2014.   
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